
Motions to Council 18 May 2022 

Chief Executive’s accompanying notes  

 

Motion 900  

 

Inquiry into GCC’s handling of the Covid-19 Pandemic 

Proposed by Cllr Jeremy Hilton 

Seconded by Cllr Lisa Spivey 

 

This Council notes  

 That the British Government has announced that 

residents in England are now expected to ‘Live with 

Covid’ – with all restrictions and most testing services 

having been withdrawn. 

 The ‘Living with Covid’ plan published by Gloucestershire 

County Council. 

  

Given that this Government understands the Covid-19 

Pandemic has now come to an end in, this Council believes 

that:  

 The time is right for an independent inquiry into how the 

County Council and other public health bodies in 

Gloucestershire responded to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 An inquiry would help us to learn lessons for any future 

health crises or future waves of Covid-19. 

  

This Council therefore resolves to: 

 Ask Corporate Scrutiny to identify the most appropriate 

format for a public inquiry into Gloucestershire’s 

response to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 Calls on Cabinet to find appropriate revenue this 
financial year in order to fund and resource this inquiry. 

 

Climate change 

implications  

None 

Resource 

implications  

The resource implications would depend upon the terms of 

reference set for any inquiry.  There are no funds specifically 

earmarked for such an inquiry, therefore a source of funding 

would need to be identified. 

Human rights 

implications 

None 

Other implications 

relating to 

The Council does not have powers to order a statutory inquiry 

as defined by the Inquiries Act 2015.  However the constitution 

does make provision for a Panel to be established.  Panels 



Council’s policy 

framework 

(including Scrutiny Task Groups and Working Groups) can be 

established individually or jointly by the Cabinet, the Leader, a 

Cabinet Member or a Committee of the Council.  Full Council 

cannot itself establish a Panel.  It can ask another body to 

establish one, as in the case of this motion, but it will be for that 

body to consider the request and agree the terms of reference 

for that panel, within the Panel Operating Principles set out in 

section 4 of the Council’s constitution.  In particular, the 

decision as to whether any meetings of the panel are to be held 

in public is to be determined by the chair of that panel, in 

consultation with its members, or, in the event that the chair is 

not a county councillor, by the majority of County Councillors on 

that panel. 

  



Motion 901 

 

Road Safety in Gloucestershire 

Proposed by Cllr Paul Hodgkinson 

Seconded by Cllr Roger Whyborn 

 

This Council notes: 

 That 2022 has seen a significant number of incidents with 

motor vehicles in Gloucestershire, resulting in 96 serious 

injuries and 14 deaths in just the first four months.  

 That Gloucestershire’s road safety record has actually 

worsened over the last decade, with our county in the 

bottom 5 per cent of local authorities in Britain for 

reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured 

between 2011 and 2019.  

 

This Council believes that road safety needs to be proactively 

managed, with the emphasis on preventing deaths and serious 

injuries, and should not wait until tragedy strikes for changes to 

be made. 

 

This Council welcomes the road safety policy review being 

undertaken but is concerned at the loss of County Council-led 

road safety partnerships across the county and districts – to be 

replaced by a much less transparent and more centralised Road 

Safety Forum held behind closed doors.   

  

This Council resolves to: 

 Ask officers to provide Environment Scrutiny with a 

thorough briefing on recent accidents and their 

causations. 

 Call on Cabinet to ensure that communities and all levels 

of governance in Gloucestershire are thoroughly 

consulted on the refreshed Road Safety Policy. 

 Call on Cabinet to work with Environment Scrutiny to 

develop a policy of ongoing dialogue with our residents to 

see road safety measures proactively installed in our 

communities. 

Climate change 

implications 

No implications arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications 

The Environment Scrutiny briefing, consultation of the refreshed 

Road Safety Policy and ongoing dialogue with residents can be 

met from existing resource. 

Human rights 

implications  

No implications arising from this motion 



Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

The Strategic Road Safety Partnership is in the process of being 

re-established and Terms of Reference are being finalised with a 

view to taking them to the Safer Gloucestershire meeting in 

June. 

 

  



Motion 902  

 

Knife crime  

Proposed by Cllr Nick Housden 

Seconded by Cllr Alastair Chambers 

 

This Council notes the profound impact that the death of 

Ramarni Crosby had on the City of Gloucester. This Council 

never wants to see another of our young children harmed 

through knife crime. We want all of our children and young 

people to feel safe in their communities and for no one to carry 

a weapon – either with intent for violence or for perceived 

protection.  

 

Therefore, this Council resolves to: 

 Develop an action plan alongside our partners in the 

police, schools and youth groups to ensure that the 

county council is doing all than it can to deter young 

people from carrying knives. 

o This action plan should focus on what we can ‘do 

differently’ to ensure we’re learning lessons from 

the past as well as successes from other council 

areas.  

o We will listen and work with partners in areas of 

high knife crime to learn what more we can be 

doing to support those communities and prevent 

young people from carrying knives in the first 

place. 

Climate change 

implications  

 No implications arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications  

The cost of undertaking any initial work can be met from 

existing budgets. Any longer term resource implications arising 

from the plan will be subject to the Council’s usual budget-

setting process. 

Human rights 

implications 

No implications arising from this motion 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

No implications arising from this motion 

 

 

  



 

Motion 903 

 

Violence against women and girls 

Proposed by Cllr Kathy Williams 

Seconded by Cllr Philip Robinson 

 

This Council believes that women and girls deserve to live free 

from intimidation, violence and harassment. This Council 

condemns all violence against women and girls (VAWG) and 

notes that it can take many forms, including physical, financial, 

and emotional. 

 

We want Gloucestershire to be the safest county in the UK for 

women and girls.  

 

We welcome the launch of the Home Office’s new ‘Enough’ 

campaign which seeks to educate the public by highlighting 

VAWG and its various forms.   

 

We are also pleased that our Police and Crime Commissioner 

has made VAWG one of his top priorities in his Police and Crime 

Prevention Plan. We are particularly grateful to the work of the 

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, Gloucestershire 

Constabulary and Gloucester City Council in securing more than 

£1 million from the Government’s Safer Streets Fund to 

eradicate VAWG from Gloucestershire and note especially the 

introduction of the ‘Flare App’ which gives women the 

opportunity to anonymously report inappropriate behaviour 

directly to the police.    

 

To ensure that this county is the safest in the country for women 

and girls, we propose that: 

 The Council strives to become the first public body in 

Gloucestershire to receive a ‘White Ribbon Accreditation’ 

for its commitment and work to end male violence against 

women.  

 We write to all public bodies and Head Teachers in the 

county asking them to become White Ribbon Champions 

to show a clear signal that Gloucestershire stands united 

against VAWG  

 We invite the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office 

and Gloucestershire Constabulary to run a session for all 

councilors on the nature of VAWG in Gloucestershire and 

what we can all be doing in communities to tackle it. 

 We will also utilising our strong relationships with Head 

Teachers to invite them to a similar session to ensure that 



they are supported in combatting VAWG in schools so 

that we can prevent unhealthy and dangerous behaviours 

in young people.  

 We ask the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny 

Committee to investigate and produce a report for 

Cabinet on any steps the County Council can be taking to 

end VAWG in Gloucestershire. 

Climate change 

implications 

 No implications arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications 

The cost of undertaking any initial activities can be met from 

existing budgets. Any longer term resource implications arising 

from the initiatives proposed will be subject to the Council’s 

usual budget-setting process. 

 

Human rights 

implications  

Violence against women is a violation of women’s human rights 

as defined in the Human Rights Act 1998.  In condemning and 

proposing steps to tackle violence against women, this motion is 

fully compatible with human rights. 

 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

No implications arising from this motion 

 


